Kali Grace Mckellips was born on July 11, 2006. At 24
weeks, she was very premature, weighed in at 1 %2 Ibs, and
measured only 12" long. Kali has needed a lot of special
medical care so she has called Minneapolis Children’s
Hospital her home for most of her young life. The terrific
doctors and nurses there have helped Kali get through
many difficult times on her marathon journey.

At birth, her lungs were damaged and underdeveloped. She

was on a ventilator for the first few months and later

graduated to a “canula”. Kali's breathing problems did not

keep her from experiencing normal baby activities such as

2 days old play time with Mom and Dad, bottle feeding, bath time with

Mom, physical therapy, and lots of kangaroo care (hugs).
Kali's Mom and Dad enjoyed every minute with their wonderful daughter and were very excited to see
big smiles on her face. Rocking, swinging, playing, watching her mobile, and reading bedtime stories
were the daily routine. At around 5 months old, Kali's breathing was getting more difficult for her. To
help her, she underwent surgery to place a “trach”
in her air way. We all hoped that this “trach * would
be able to help Kali's lungs heal on their own and
that her lungs would start to regenerate new lung
tissue. Mom and Dad learned quickly about “trach”
care in the event that Kali would be able to go home
with them someday.

On Valentines Day, the doctors did a CT-scan to
get a better look at Kali's lungs. The scan revealed
that her lungs were in very bad condition. It was
uncertain how long Kali could keep on going. It was
apparent that Kali's existing lungs could not keep up
with her growth. Kali’s health was in serious trouble My new “trach”

and alternatives were in order. After exploring the

alternatives, the only option left was a “double lung transplant”. Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston
was the clear choice for this operation for many reasons. Best reasons were that they sincerely
wanted to help Kali and that their experience with lung transplants on small children stood out over
the rest. At around 8 months old, Kali was transported down to Houston for testing to get her on the
“donor list”. Kali was able to get on the list, but her health continued to get much worse. Then, our
prayers were answered, on April 16, 2007 a qualified donor became available. The next day the
outstanding transplant team at Texas Children’s
Hospital successfully placed new lungs in Kali’s
chest. Kali is recovering very well. At 9 %2 months
old, Kali is the youngest lung transplant recipient at
that hospital.

No words can describe the appreciation that Kali's
family feels for all the doctors and nurses that have
taken care of Kali through her journey. We
commend their hard work and their professionalism.
It is hard to imagine the emotions that Kali's Mom
and Dad have felt through the first 9 %2 plus months
of Kali's life.

Plane to Houston

Visit our fundraising website at www.Kali-rocks.com .




